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ABSTRACT 
Asal trichcarpus Benth. (Fabaceae) was first scientifically desribed by 
Graham de Bonth i 19 from the Indian Himalayas, From the time of ts 
scription, a number of reports were published fom the Indian 
subcontinent, however no such description ofthis species was report 

the Kashmir Valley, India for the lst 68 years. In the present study, the 
‘nomenclature, botanical description, photographs of diagnostic characters and 
lstebution of the species have been provided to substantiate the rediscovery 
ofthis species fom the Kashmie Himalayas, ln 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Universally, the Genus Astragalus Linnaeus (Fabaceae) is considered the 
longest genus in Angiosperms comprising of aver 3000 species It is 
Alstbuled throughout the temperate regions of Europe, Asia And North 
Americ, peimasly in cold arid and semiarid mountainous regions of the 
Northern hemisphere and South America. Apatt from its presence in the 
lrano-Turkish region of South-Western Asia the genus Is most variegated in 
‘The Sino-Himalayan Plateau of South-Central Asia and The Great Basin and 
Colorado Plateau of Western North America (Poli, 1981; Podlech, 1986 
1998; Zaree fe Pale, 197; Lock he Schrite, 2005) was Baker (1876), who 
reported and described the fst systematic account of Indian Astragalus ore 
than 100 years ago in the ‘Fara af British Inia’ by Hooker and abut 50 
species from present India were nsconded (Chaudhary de Srivastava, 200 
During Mristic explorations inthe Kashar Himalayas few specimens 
belonging to diferent files were collected in the Sangar, Khunmoh are of 
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Distt Svinagar Kashmir (Fig. 1- Based on ental study ofthe specimens and expert opinions received. Among the collected 
species, the specimen Astral trichaaryus was rediscovered fom the Northwestem Himalayas, Kashi valley, Indi, Hence i is 


ported here asa rediscovery ta the flora of Kashmir, India. A trie description along with photographs are provided to faciliate 
‘easy denlifcation ofthis axon, 


Figure’. Map of te collection site (Google Eat, 2022) 


2. TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 
Astragalus trichocarus Grab, (in Wall, Ca. 5296. 1831-22, nom. nud) ex Benth, ln Royle, Must. Bol. imal. 199, 1835; Baker in 
Hook fF Brit India 2:121, 1876 Al in Biologia 7.71. 196 in Nasi & Al, Fl, W. Pakistan 190 202 6,27 AE, 1977; Wenninger 
{Mit Bot Statss. Munchen 30-88, 8 -s, 23. 27d 1991; Sanjappa, Lagu, lndia 6 1992; Kumar &e Sane, Legum, South Asia: 
(Cesk 243.2005, 


Astragalus sesuniodes Royle ex Ben, ta Royle, Hus, Bot Humal. 199, 1835, 
Tragasntha trichocaps (Benth) O. Kuntze in Revs. Gen, 2: 948, 189, 


Astragalus trchocapus Went isa perennial Herbaceous erect plant up to 4-5 fet Tall with 3-5 cm in eecumnference and 1-15 cm in 
ameter. The som is Dark yrenish, monopodial branching with marked grooves from top Wy Botte. The laf shape is oblong, 
blunt which i an imparipinaate compound with 20-41 lalets, each leaflet size is 5-10 mm. The rachis i¢ 10-12 em long. Leal 
‘venation is rtiulae, The adalal surface of the loa slight green whereas the Abavial surface is Dark grea, velvely, Pubescent 
Silvery with minule hats. Stipes are minute. The inflorescence i Pedunculate raceme 8-20 cm long, whol beats light pinkish 
Aowers, Young flower buds are dark pink Brat is linear and minute, Floral stalk or Pedunde is short, velvety, Pubwscent light back 
and whitish in colour, Flower is Papilionacwous type with Veailur, eal and wing are dearly seen. Veuillum isa Standard petal of 
8-12 mm long, Keo s 5-7 mm long the wing is 3-4. mum long however wing is shorter than the keel. The calyx is glabrous, Dello, 
Teeth Hike trangulae atthe top, Aestivation is vexllae, Stamens are dadelphous, Carpl is single, Anthers yellowish with long 
‘lament enclosed inside boat shaped flower. The sepa tube is 2-3 mun long halls Sed is lloular, Stipe longer than Calyx. (ig 
2) 


‘Flowering Perio: Apel o June. 


Habitat: Astragalus trichsarpus Benth geows on sloppy Mountains in Kasha Valley. 
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3. CONCLUSION 
North-westem Himalayas, mainly the Kashmir region sone ofthe major biodiversity hotspots of Inia. The regon i ch in both 
‘ora and fauna and the revision ofthe lara inthe region has been well documented i the roel past aed by some old checklists 
from Bellsh India ad authors ofthe different pats of India as wel. The loss ofthe plant species has negative implications for both 
‘humankind and natural ecosystems (Riyaz etal, 2021. A high elevation is been observed in endangerment and eatinction of bots 
‘ora apd fauna in the present millennium and the introduction of species is contributing a major threat to biodiversity. With these 
short notes and min-revsions of th plant species, many young researchers will came forward to wavel around the unexplored 
areas ofthe Kashmir Himalayas as new many speces awa discovery: 
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